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February 3, 2003

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 46O
" Washington, D.C. 20004-2403 ¥

Dear Ma. Whitman:

I applaud the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for the
work it has done so far to respond to all aspects of asbegtos
contamination in Libby, Mantana, including ¢leanup, economic
development through the Brownfield’s program, and health care. The
response from EPA under your leadership to my constituents in Libby
and Mentana, as they face an environmental and health care crisis of
unprecedented scopa, remains unigue. I deeply appreciate your
personal commitment to Libby

However, as you are aware, there remains a lot of woxk to be
done in Libby rto engure that the community f£inally gets the clean
bill of health it soc depperately needs. Working with Libby and our
federal partners to see that the community gets all the needed
rescurces to achieve a clean bill of health remains my highest
priority as a Montanan and a member of Congrems. i -

Ms. Whitman, the rragic proportions of what has occurred in
Libby has required a creative and unique responpe, from cleanup to
leng-term healthcare, and your agency has ragponded adnura.'bly to
that challenge. Kowever, I have been concerned by reports in the
press and elsewhere relating to EPA’s handling of publi¢ waznings
abour the health xisks associated with finished Zonolite insulation
and a public health emergency declaration in Libby. I would like to
outline my own requegt for clarification.of this issue, and for
additional information on tha hsalch impacts of tremolite asbeatoas
or “Libby fiber.’

You may rec3ll from personal giscuésions I had with you thac I
understood EPA Region B staff in April 2002 urged the EPFA ko begin
an expeditious removal of contaminacted materials from homes,

gtructures and property in Libby.
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However, I aleo understood £rom Ycu thar the BEPA had ne clear
authority to take this unigque action. Many alternatives were
digcussad, including tha unusual action of declaring a public health

emergency .

Again, my underscanding from you and ether members of youx
staff in wWashington DC and at the Region 8 office, was that this i
declaration wad being considered solely for the purpose of grantlng
EPA unique and unpracedented authority to remove contaminated J
" waterials from homes in Libby.

Becauee of the extracrdinary levels of asbeates contamination ‘
in Libby, the uniquenese of the pituation in this community, which |
includes hundreds of deaths and illnesges attributed to agbestos
exposure, I personally urged you to leave no stone unturned as you
aought to swiftly amswer the challenge of how to best begin an
expediticue removal of contaminated materials from homes in Libby.

It wag and continues to be imperative to reduce the exposure of
Libby residents to asbestos.

In an effort vto clarify what happened in Libby, and so that I
can gain a petter underastanding of how to be of the greates:t
Aaspisctance to my ¢ongtituenrs in Libby and Montana, I would ask you
to please disouss in detail your decision te grant authority to EFA
to remove contamination from homes in Libby. FPlease also diacuss
the unigque elements of the situatieon in Libby, and how these unique
elements impacted your decipien to allow the cleanup aotion. .

Pleage almso discuss EPA’s previous experience using a
declaration of a public heslth emergency as a meansd to garner
specific health care resources for a community like Libby, if such a
declaration has ever been made. Please indicace the proceas for
requesting that a second declaration be declarxed in Libby for the
separare purpose of garnering health care resources in Montana.
Pleape detail any communications EPA has had with Agency for Toxic
Subatances and Dipease Registry (ATSDR) regarding the impacts of
declaring a public healtlh emergency on the provision of health care
résources to tha residants of Libby, Montana. Please diacusgs what
EPA’s understanding is of the real resources that are availlaple teo a
communicy like Libby, if such a declaration could be granted.
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Addicionally, recent pregs reports have indicated that EPA
either did not know of, or ignored, atudies thar indicated
disturbing Zonolite could release high concentrations of asbestos
fibers. Other preaos reports have indicated that there is a link
between EPA’s actions in Libby to remove contaminated insulation and
other £ill material in Libby homes, and EPA’s failures to warn the
public abour any rimsks agsoclated with Zoneolite insulation.
Therefara, I am interested in any information the EPA may have
regarding the relationehip between the removal of contaminaced
materials from homes in Likby, and EPA’s scientific undaerstanding of
the health risks posed by Zonolite inpulation, or other vermiculite
insulation menufactured from ore mined in Libby, Montana, :

and finally, and perhaps most importantly, -please discuss EPA’s
understanding of the differences between tremolite aabestog and
chrysatile asbestos in terms of the relative toxicity of each form
of agbegtoa, and in termz of the unigue health risks posed by
tremolite asbestoa a3 comparsd to chrysotile asbestoa. . Please
discuss in detail any studies conducted by, currently being
conducted by, or planned by BPA, or by any other federal agency
working with EPA, to study tremelite asbestos and/or “Libby fiber.”:
Please indicate how thae presence cf tremolite asbestos and/cr “Libby
fiber” is a factor in tha unigque situation in Libby, Montana,

Please feel free to number your regponses to my questions as
you see fit, but pleage be sure to apswer every question aaked in
detail.

I appreciate your prompt reply to this letter.

"Sincerely,

MSB/k1b



